
Welcome to English
How can you help you child succeed?



1. Read to succeed

Pupils have an ‘accelerated reading’ lesson once per fortnight. Pupils 
have the chance to quiz on a reading book and change and select a 
new reading book. 

Parents are encouraged to monitor reading at home and wherever 
possible talk about the books being read by the student. You could ask 
them about the main characters, ask about the events in the book or 
even just share your favourite books. In the case of pupils who fail 
repeated quizzes, we will contact home and ask you to read with your 
son or daughter. 

For recommended reads, please see the reading lists on the school 
website.

Here is the link to the AR site for HLNA:
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https://login.renaissance.com/15065ffb-5cf5-450e-8a1e-b440f5b16392?state=163cb71e-3889-498c-9ac9-ea251c2126f9




2. Use the booklets from lessons

In lessons pupils use knowledge booklets. These have a wealth 
of information from key words, knowledge organisers and 
interesting facts throughout.

Look through these at home discuss and use to aid revision e.g. 
ask about the key events in the text being read in class.



Example pages from our knowledge booklets 



3. Help to learn key words

Building on the previous tip, homework will involve learning key 
vocabulary meanings and spellings. You can use these (normally 
near the front of the booklets) to help build vocabulary at home. 

4. Proof reading

Pupils are often reluctant to proofread work. Asking your 
son/daughter to read their work aloud at home will encourage 
them to identify any errors they have. 

5. Support with homework

This can be through discussion of the tasks, encouragement to 
add more detail, or simply ensuring pupils have a calm and 
purposeful place to complete homework (encourage attendance 
to the library afterschool if this is not possible at home)  



6. Watch and discuss current affairs programmes or 
adaptations of books/plays

Students often succeed in English when they can see 
connections to the real world, and they have a confident 
awareness of the world around them. 

You can watch the news together (age appropriate) or 
discuss current affairs such as global warming or 
developments in technology. This will help build their 
knowledge which may support their writing on such 
topics. 

Another option is to watch versions of the texts being 
studied in class and discuss the events and characters to 
enhance and consolidate knowledge. 



7. Use websites such as:

BBC bitesize for KS3 English or ixl.com/english/year-7

These have generic, but useful, hints and tips to help children to improve 
their English skills. 

8. Encourage writing at home

The more pupils write, the more confident they will become with the 
process of planning, writing, checking. Pupils often love to write stories or 
poems but just need a little encouragement to do so. Asking pupils to 
write about their favourite part of a day trip or holiday or asking them to 
write a letter to a family friend or relative is a great way to foster a love or 
writing. 

9. Building speaking skills

Part of the English curriculum is based around oracy and the ability to 
articulate ideas. The more children are encouraged to discuss their 
learning, what they are reading, or even what they are watching will help 
build their confidence in speaking in extended ways. 



10. Enter competitions

If your son/daughter enjoys English, there are many local and 
national competitions which they can enter to share their work 
(and possibly receive rewards). A few annual competitions 
include:

• BBC 500 word story

• Orwel Youth prize

• Young Journalist Award

Throughout the year, there will also be internal competitions 
pupils can engage with. 



What pupils have said about English 
since beginning at Higham Lane North 
Academy …

Writing my 
Beowulf helped 
me to improve 
my vocabulary

I like reading 
aloud in class as 
it is helping my 

confidence

I have really 
enjoyed 
studying 

Sherlock Holmes 
. 

I like doing the 
rapid recall as 

it helps me 
remember key 

information
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